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1. IN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW PUBLISHED APRIL 2 IN PARIS WEEKLY 1' 
EXPRESS ON EVE OF HIS ARRIVAL IN PARIS, 

IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER HOVEYDA EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE 
OF IRANIAN INTERESTS IN PERSIAN GULF. HOVEYDA 
DESCRIBED GULF AS IRAN' S JUGULAR VEIN AND AREA WHICH IRAN 
CONSIDERED " MARE NOSTRUM". GULF, HE SAID, SHOULD BELONG 
TO ALL RIPARIAN STATES INCLUDING IRAQ WITH WHICH HE ACKNOWL- 
EDGED IRAN DID NOT HAVE GOOD RELATIONS. AS FAR AS IRAN 
CONCERNED, OIL ROUTE THROUGH GULF MUST REMAIN FREE. FOR 
THAT REASON IRAN MUST HAVE " ADEQUATE FORCES " SO THAT IT 
COULD ACT IN ALL CONCEIVABLE CIRCUMSTANCES TO KEEP IRANIAN 
COAST OF GULF OPEN TO NAVIGATION. HOVEYDA ASKED RHETORICALLY 
IF ACCESS WERE BLOCKED WHAT WOULD FRANCE, JAPAN OR THE US DO? 
RUSSIANS, LIKE EUROPEANS AND US, AGREE ON NEED FOR STABILITY 
INGULF. EVEN CHINA, AS CHOU ENLAI HAD TOLD GOI IN 
OCTOBER 72, WANTED STABILITY. 
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2. EXPRESS POINTEDLY ASKED ABOUT RECENT IRANIAN ARMS 
PURCHASES AND WHETHER CERTAIN " LITTLE PROBLEMS " IN REGION 
JUSTIFY PURCHASE OF 500 TANKS AND SUPERSONIC 

AIRCRAFT. HOVEYDA REPLIED THAT FUNDAMENTALLY A COUNTRY HAD 
TO COUNT ON ITS OWN RESOURCES. WHILE MILITARY PACTS 
ALWAYS INTERESTING, THEY ONLY EUNCTION WHEN ONE' S FRIENDS 
HAVE A COMMON INTEREST, AS IRAN HAD RECENTLY SEEN. IRAN' S 
" ALL RISK INSURANCE " WAS TO HAVE A DEFENSIVE MILITARY FORCE 
WHICH PERMITTED IT TO FACE UP TO ALL POSSIBLE SITUATIONS. 

IRAN HE ADDED HAD TO REMAIN STRONG IN ORDER TO REMAIN 
WHAT IT IS. IT HAD NO TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS, AND ITS 
DEFENSIVE MILITARY FORCES WERE DESIGNED ONLY TO STOP 
ADVENTURES. 

3. HOVEYDA REFUSED TO BE DRAWN INTO ANY CRITICISM OE USSR 
FOR ITS MILITARY SUPPLY TO IRAQ AND NOTED THAT IRAN ALSO 
PURCHASED ARMS FROM SOVIET UNION. UNDERLINING 
DIFEERENCES AMONG DIFEERENT ETHNIC GROUPS AND RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNITIES IN IRAQ, HOVEYDA DISMISSED IRAQI GOVERNMENT 
AS ONE WHICH WAS TRYING TO WEAR SHOES WHICH WERE TOO BIG 
FOR IT. 

4. TEXT BEING POUCHED TEHRAN AND NEA/ IRN. 

DECLASSIFY ON RECEIPT. 

IRWIN 

NOTE BY OC/ T: NOT PASSED BAGHDAD. 
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